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Homily for the Thirty-First Sunday of Ordinary Time, Cycle C at Our Lady of Mt. Virgin Catholic Church
On the Occasion of the 25™ Anniversary of the Chinese Catholic Ministry
Most Reverend Alex J. Brunett, Archbishop of Seattle

Before I begin, I would like to take this opportunity to  these twenty five years. I am impressed by the courageous way you

thank you for inviting me to celebrate this wonderful confronted Communism, which threatened the practice of your
occasion with you. T am deeply grateful to have this faith. I am in awe of the way this danger became an opportunity to
chance to share your joy. I would like to thank the build a new community of faith in the Chinese language here in
priests, Religious sisters and laity whose dedication Seattle. I am grateful for the gift of faith you are to me and to so
and sacrifice have brought us to this day. In particular, I would many other ethnic and language groups that make up the Archdio-
like to commend Monsignor John Chi for his tireless ministry to cese of Seattle.
your community. Monsignor Chi, I am so very glad that you can
be here with us today so that we all may express our heartfelt Our Holy Father, Pope Benedict X VI, notes this gift in his letter
thanks for your priestly presence and dedication to the Chinese “To the Bishops, Priests Consecrated Persons, and Lay Faithful of
Catholic community in Seattle and beyond. May God bless you the Catholic Church in the People’s Republic of China. He begins,
with many years of good health and the joy that comes to those “As I turn my attention towards your People, which has distin-
who walk closely with the Lord. guished itself among the other peoples of Asia for the splendor of
its ancient civilization, with all its experience of wisdom, philoso-
“Today salvation has come...” Jesus speaks those powerful phy, art and science, I am please to note how, especially in recent
words to Zacchaeus in today’s Gospel from St. Luke. Yet those times, it has also moved decisively towards achieving significant
words of Jesus, “Today salvation has come...” could well apply goals of socio-economic progress, attracting the entire world.”
to this day’s celebration of twenty five years of Church ministry
here in the Archdiocese of Seattle. However, in the midst of this growing material prosperity and de-
velopment, the Holy Father makes this notable observation: He
“Today salvation has come...” Regrettably, I do not know Chi- writes that,” ...especially among the young, one can detect a grow-
nese. However, as I prepared for this liturgy working with this ing interest in the spiritual and transcendent dimension of the hu-
translation you are seeing on the overhead here at Our Lady of man person, with a consequent interest in religion, particularly in
Mt. Virgin, I learned a rather interesting fact about a particular Christianity.”

work in the Chinese written language, and that word is “change.”

This is precisely who Zacchaeus is in today’s Gospel from St. Luke.
The details of this man suggest that he a man of material and finan-
cial wealth due to his status as chief tax collector. I believe it tis the
Zacchaeus of today that our Holy Father wants to reach in his letter
to the Catholic clergy and laity in the Peoples’ Republic of China.
At the same time, I would suggest that the same might be said of
Chinese overseas, including all of you. Because of this, the Holy

. L . N Father suggests that it is important to build on these --- and I quote -
I found it fascinating that the word for “change” is composed of - *._..increased opportunities.” Indeed, beneath the growing afflu-

the two 1deographs: “.op.portun}ty” and “danger.” Wha}t strikes me ence of the Chinese immigrant community in Seattle lays a deeper
as most true is that this is precisely how you — the Chinese Catho-  jacire for God.

lic Community here in the Archdiocese of Seattle — have experi-
enced salvation.

Regardless of whether one speaks Han, Cantonese, Mandarin or
any of the other dozens and dozens of spoken language, the writ-
ten word for “change” consists of two written ideographs: danger
and opportunity. You probably see those two ideographs on the
written translation of the word “change” right now in the Chinese
script.

This means that even as you, the Chinese Catholic Community,
confront the dangers of, as the Holy Father describes it,
“materialism and hedonism.” You embrace the hidden opportunity
of bringing the grace of the Gospel to the most harden places of the
world. You --- the Chinese Catholic Community here in Seattle ---
have the capacity to do this precisely because of the way you have
been so faithful to the Gospel of Jesus Christ in the face of dangers
local and international over these past twenty five years.

Salvation has come over these last twenty five years because the
many “changes” required of you involved a confrontation with
the danger of Communism and a sense that this “danger” was
inviting you to an unseen “opportunity” leading you to immigrate
here to the United States.

Out first reading form the Book of Wisdom lists a long litany of
opportunities provided by God. “The Lord is a God of justice,”
the reading begins. This God shows no “favorites” yet “hears the
cry of the oppressed.” This God hears the “wails of the orphan”
and attends to the widows. He “judges justly” and “affirms the
right.”

Ultimately, then, I want to thank you for the way you have em-
braced both the dangers and opportunities inherent in the changes
you have faced as an immigrant
community of faith. Please be
assured of my hopes and my
prayers that the same will re-
main true well beyond the next
twenty-five years too! At this
altar, may we, like Zacchaeus,
rejoice that, Indeed, “Today
salvation has come...”

These opportunities of God listed in the Book of Wisdom are
what Zacchaeus sees embodied in the very person of Jesus. In
fact, Zacchaeus is so absorbed in this opportunity of God that he
climbs a tree to see this God-in-the-flesh, Jesus.

As Archbishop, I am keenly aware that you have made a simi-
larly steep climb to see Jesus through this Chinese ministry over
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